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 Mission of AYPF is to provide a forum to connect research, practice and policy to 
improve outcomes for all youth. Particular focus on vulnerable, traditionally 
underserved populations.

 Share research-based best practices as a mechanism for facilitating conversations 
about the role of policy.

 Guiding Principles:

 Student-Centered Learning

 Advancement Upon Mastery

 Multiple Pathways to Success

 Creating Collaborative Systems that Support Youth

AMERICAN YOUTH POLICY FORUM
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THE PREMISE

Afterschool, or out-of-school time (OST), is a 
critical component of the ecosystem of services for 
young people that is uniquely positioned to ensure 

21st century readiness.
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21ST CENTURY READINESS: EMPLOYER PERSPECTIVE



SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING FRAMEWORK

Source: Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (2015) 
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Source: “Foundations for Young Adult Success,” The University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research (2015) 



EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS FRAMEWORK

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education
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FOUNDATIONS EMPLOYABILITY SEL
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THE IMPACT OF AFTERSCHOOL

o Problem-solving

o Conflict resolution

o Self-control

o Leadership

o Responsible decision-making

o Self-esteem
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Positive impact on personal and social skills, including:

Source: “The Impact of Afterschool Programs that Promote Personal and Social Skills,” Durlak & Weissberg (2007)
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FORTHCOMING RESOURCES

Book: Social and Emotional Learning in Out-Of-School-Time: Foundations and Futures

(Part of Current Issues in Out-of-School Time Book Series) 

Featured chapter: SEL and College and Career Readiness 

White Paper: Afterschool and Workforce: Bridging Skills and Systems

AYPF, Commissioned by The Wallace Foundation
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AUDIENCE Q&A

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS



The Grand Rapids Story









Youth Program Quality Scores



OST Program Improvement Goals



Framework for “Enhancing Youth Engagement” Initiative
Vision:   Children ready for school, work, and life

Goal:  Seeking Imagined Future Self

Program Development Actions and Experiences of 
Youth

Imagined Future Self 
Indicators

 Skills
 Knowledge
 Mindset
 Behavior

Evaluation

Focused 
Program Goals 

Quality 
Youth 

Settings

SEL Plus 
Activities

Learning Support + Resources

Strategies for Engaging Families

Youth Support Systems (Church, Peers)

Celebrate 
Achievement

Cultivate 
Commitment

Build Capacity
Deliver 

Opportunity

Measure 
Progress

Network Capacity Building and  Community Growth Cycle

Network Goals
and Indicators
• Knowledge
• Skill
• Mindset
• Behavior

YCDC

GROWTH 
CYCLE

What adults do 
across settings 











Imagine U Tooklit: 
https://believe2become.org/programs/imagine-u/

https://believe2become.org/programs/imagine-u/


Youth Community Data Center: https://www.gryouthdata.org/YCDC/

https://www.gryouthdata.org/YCDC/






AUDIENCE Q&A

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS















Skill

Performance 

Improvement 

Plan Needed 

Inconsistent 

Performance

Proficient 

Intern

Would Hire 

as Staff

Attitude
Shows no 

enthusiasm about 

work…

Irregularly 

responds to 

requests…

Happily 

responds to 

most 

requests…

Expresses 

positive value of 

work…

Listening
Never provides 

appropriate non-

verbal cues…

frequently misses 

key details…

Can 

accurately 

restate what 

was heard…

Demonstrates 

understanding…
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Should schools and districts 

view employment 

opportunities as learning 

opportunities?



Students

SchoolsBusinesses



AUDIENCE Q&A

PANEL DISCUSSION



AUDIENCE Q&A

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS



Carinne Deeds
cdeeds@aypf.org

Erica Curry VanEe
urbancurry@gmail.com

Dan Tsin
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Jennifer Brown Lerner
Jennifer.lerner@aspeninstitute.org
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