Credentialed by 26 State Policy Scans: 

Identifying College-Friendly Policies 
A project to give state policymakers the information they need to make smart decisions about college access and success in their state.
The Need

Leaders across the country agree that America needs more of its citizens to have a postsecondary credential to be successful in the 21st century. Policymakers in all 50 states realize that, in order to maintain economic vitality, their state policies must support higher education access and success. 
While direct funding for higher education influences college access and success, that is not the only way that states can support their college students. Postsecondary attainment is also heavily influenced by the programs, services and supports made available to students by state agencies other than the higher education system. These other agencies and systems include health and human services, child welfare, transportation, labor and the K-12 system.  
States should examine the programs, services and regulations of these other systems to ensure that they support the post-secondary success of their citizens. They can then remove barriers to success and institute college-friendly policies and procedures.  
The Role of Policy Scans

The policy team at the Forum for Youth Investment conducts state policy scans in selected states. These policy scans identify policy changes that will help states better support college access and success. The scans focus on both regulatory and legislative opportunities, with a heavy emphasis on no-cost/low-cost solutions.  
After each scan, the Forum produces a policy brief that lays out clear, specific and actionable recommendations for the executive and legislative leaders in each state. The brief is presented to gatherings of state leaders (the Policy Roundtable).   
EXAMPLE RECOMMENDATION:  Public middle and high school students in the state are eligible for a 50% fare reduction for public transportation to and from school. Students using public transportation to attend higher education are not eligible for a similar fare reduction. For many college students, a lack of reliable, affordable transportation to and from campus reduces the likelihood that they will complete their degrees. The state should strongly consider allowing low-income college students the reduced fare that it currently affords to public school students.
State policymakers want, and need, reliable information about how to make their states more college-friendly. The Credentialed by 26 State Policy Scans provide leaders with clear, unbiased, cost-effective policy solutions that will be good for students, good for tax-payers and good for the state.

The Forum for Youth Investment is a nonprofit, nonpartisan action tank dedicated to helping states and communities make sure all young people are ready by 21 – ready for college, work, and life. The Forum has worked with innovative policymakers for the past two decades, including Children’s Cabinets and other coordinating bodies that work across sectors to support success for all young people in their states.
